Worship Helpers for October
USHERS:
7: George & Ann Passage
14:
21:
28: George & Ann Passage

Birthdays in
October
5 Nancy Hauser
8 Dick Winters
9 Al Corey
9 Rosemary Strohpaul
12 Logan
18 Marcia Smalligan
23 Jonathan Riedel
25 Sue Cornell
29 Ed Ranger

SOUND SYSTEM
Ken Bell

Anniversaries in October
FELLOWSHIP TIME:
7:
14
21 Bring a Snack Sunday
28: Don & Holly
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432 Quarterline • Newaygo, MI 49337• (231) 652-6624
Jonathan Riedel, Pastor

The Churchmouse
October, 2018

Columbus Day
“Then the LORD said, ‘Name him Not My People because you are not my people
and I am not your God.’” Hosea 1:9 CEB

26 David & Joyce Twining

You don’t have to tell how you live each day
You don’t have to say if you work or play
A tried, true barometer serves in the place
However you live, it will show in your face.
The false, the deceit that you bear in your
heart
Will not stay inside where it first got a start
For sinew and blood are a thin veil of lace
What you wear in your heart, you show in

your face.
If your life is unselfish, if for others you live
For not what you get, but how much you
can give
If you live close to God in His infinite grace
You don’t have to tell it, it shows in your
face.
Submitted by Rosemary Strohpaul

October Worship Schedule
October 07-World Communion Sunday
Mark 10: 2-16
“Enfolding Love”
October 14-Access Sunday
Mission of the Day
Pick A Topic Sunday

October 21-Children’s Sabbath
Hymn Sing
Mark 10: 35-45
“Great Service”
October 28-Reformation Sunday
Hymn Sing
Mark 10: 46-52
“Wesley for Starters”

I haven’t, until recently, given Columbus Day much thought except to remind myself not to walk
to the mailbox that day. I happened to glance through my desk calendar a few days ago and noticed
that October 8th did not have its familiar nomenclature. In its place was the label “Indigenous
People’s Day.” This did not surprise me. Despite poetic tributes and innumerable history lectures,
Columbus was never a hero to me. He was not the first white man to land on the New World,
sought to exploit the natives of the islands he encountered economically, started the long tradition of
white-enforced slavery in these territories, and was eventually removed from his command post in
chains because of criminal activity. So much the better to celebrate the people who came to these
mountains and plains long before any white or brown person did, the ones who often shared
farming techniques and valued provisions with these later settlers in order to ensure the latter’s
survival through harsh winters. Maybe it is also better to remind ourselves of the richness and the
diversity of these Native Americans’ cultures and to recall our often cruel and misguided attempts to
drum their heritage out of them as a warning about what not to do when we encounter people who
are different than we are accustomed to living with.
However, my musings did not stop there. Who, after all, were the indigenous people of America?
The Native Americans had migrated here a few thousand years before from Asia and so were only
native in comparison to more recent immigrants. If occupation of a land indicates ownership, did
those more recent arrival steal the land from the first settlers or was the land big enough to share,
large enough for each to find a new home? What does it really mean to be at home on piece of
territory? How does that shape us into a people, into a culture, into a future? If we are indeed a
country of immigrants, do we wisely continue to be such or do we decide to be content with just the
number we have? If that is our decision, who gets to make that call? Does one racial group, one
ethnic gathering determine who belongs or who does not or is it our very varied, in terms of color
and points of origin, nature that brings out the best in us all? Is there enough love and compassion
here for us to pull together as a people and care for our land or will our very diversity prompt us to
fragment and to lose our fragile hold on our natural resources and our common identity? For me,
continued on page 2

(continued from page 1)

Sunday Morning
Bible Study

Columbus Day merely picked the scab off old wounds. It probes deeply into what it means to be
Americans in this land.
During my years of studying the Bible, I have heard such voices before. Land was everything to
the people of Israel. It is part of the three-fold promise God made to Abraham: descendants, land,
and the presence of God always. The third part of that promise always seemed to be measured by
the first two parts; loss of children and loss of territory was, by necessity, seen as a loss of God’s
favor. Even in times of prosperity, Israel seemed uneasy with its land and its God. Prophets were
emerge, enraged by the elites’ cavalier treatment of the poor and by kings and queens’ relying more
on political intrigue that the wisdom of law to guide their executive decisions. These messengers
from God often issued stern warnings about how God was going to remove what was most dear to
them, their children and their land, if they continued to engage in such immoral behavior. Hosea
went one step beyond just words. He married and refused a woman who had many lovers. She
was prostitute who worked for the temples of foreign gods who had become fashionable to the
powers that be. She became pregnant occasionally and Hosea could never know who the father
was. He was asked by God to choose names for them to warn his fellow citizens. One was named
No Compassion; still another was called Not My People. Both were signs of God’s displeasure, a
displeasure that would be seen in the visage of an invading Assyrian army and in the permanent
loss of their homeland. Without the land as their home, they would be nobody’s people. They would
simply be nobody.
There is nothing within me that wants to be a nobody, a person who has lost all sense of home
or any hope of common ground with the people that I share my small corner of this world with. This
very thought fills me with more pain than I suspect any illness could. So how will I celebrate this
Columbus Day or whatever else it might be best to call it? Maybe by taking a chance on getting to
know my neighbors better-to discover their hopes, fears, and dream? By stepping out of my comfort
zone-by visiting a temple, a synagogue, or a mosque-to learn more how much we share in common
as we try to find God’s favor and to discern what God wants us to do. Or by working with children
and other vulnerable people, by letting my lumbering self with my own set of fragilities be comfortable and secure among them so we can, together, find safe and honest places. I suspect that when
I am able to stop seeing people as threatening strangers, to stop seeing people as ‘not my people’,
that I will discover that I will feel at home wherever I happen to find myself. To live in fear and distrust is a sure form of spiritual homelessness because we will very quickly lose even any trace of
God. And that is a loss we can ill afford because no place of home will even be possible.

Trunk or Treat

9:00 am
We continue our close reading of the
prophesy of Isaiah. You bring your questions;
we’ll supply the Bibles.

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study meets at 10 a.m. on
Tuesdays

Tuesday Noon
Adult Study Series
“Theologians for the Armchair
Theologians”
We continue this exploration of great
Christian thinkers through the ages. We’ll
learn about their lives and what they had to
say. Your questions are always welcome.
Come and join our lively discussion. Here’s a
schedule of who we will be talking about:
October
October
October
October
October

02-Jonathan Edwards
09-Karl Barth
16-Martin Luther King Jr.
23-Dorothy Day
30-Process Theology

We will once again offer a Trunk or Treat
to all the children in our town. Between the
hours of 6 to 8 p.m on Halloween we will
handing our goody bags and well-wishes. If
you would like to join us, plan to be there to
set up by 5:30 p.m. Your donations of candy
are also welcome.

Labor Day
The theme for
this year’s Labor
Day Parade was
“Super Heroes”.
Here are a couple
of our own “Super
Heroes”, Gloria
and Dorothy, and
our float in the
parade.

The Rev. Jonathan D. Riedel
Pastor, Newaygo Congregational UCC

Al, Carolyn, Conrad Jr.,
Fred & Lucas, Maxine, Carolyn S. and
Marcia S.

. Thank you to Holly for lending us her
trailer and to Bud for being our driver. A big
thank you to all of those who donated candy.
With your generous candy donations it made
for many happy children.

Men’s
Breakfast at
NUMC at 8 am

Pastor would like to hear from you about
which topics you would like Pastor Jon to
feature during his Pick a Topic sermons. If
you have a suggestion, you can call Pastor
at 652-6624, put a note in the offering plate,
or email him at
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Churchmouse
Deadline

26

19

Treasurer’s
Report

Adult Bible Study
12 Noon

Women’s
Bible Study
10 am

30

Adult Bible Study
12 Noon

Women’s
Bible Study
10 am

23
22

Canned Goods
for Food Pantry

31

24

Women’s
Bible Study
10 am
Sewing - 10-4
Adult Bible Study
12 Noon

17
16

15

Women’s
Bible Study
10 am

9
8
7 Sunday School

10

Women’s
Bible Study
10 am
Adult Bible Study
12 Noon

Total Exp.
$996.00
1,556.00
1,486.00
3,029.00

Total

$7,067.00

Difference

$5,073.17

$12,140.17

1
Trunk or Treat
6-8 PM

Circles

18

by NCUCC

Circles

11

25 Circles Meal

Circles

4
Worship &
Pastoral Care
9 am

2

1
Sunday
School
10-11 am

Income
August 19
August 26
September 2
September 9

We are continuing
the collection of
Canned Goods for the food pantry. There
is a special need at this time of the year.
There will be a box under the coat racks in
which to put your donations.
Thank You

Phillips Fund

$173,789.06

Thank you to everyone for their generous
gifts of money, talent, caring and Christian
love.
Dawn Anderson, Treasurer

29
Sunday
School
10-11 am

28

Sunday
School
10-11 am
Bring a Snack
Sunday

21

Circles Meeting

Sunday
School
10-11 am

14

10-11 am

CROP Walk

30

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

Thursday

revjdriedel@gmail.com.

October

August 16 to
September 15, 2018

3

27

20

Spaghetti Dinner
5-7 pm

13
12

5

Friday

6

Saturday

Pick a Topic
Sermons

Saturday, Oct. 13
5-7 pm

This fundraiser is to kick off a season of fundraising for Pine Ridge
Mission Trip in the summer of 2019.
Freewill offering will be taken. We will have tickets made so each
person wanting to pass out a 1/2 dozen to people that they would like
to invite to church to “try us out”.
We need 2-4 more servers/kitchen helpers.
For more information contact Sherry Tagle or Holly Spaulding

Actual Church Signage

Smile

4th Annual Fremont Moose Lodge
Michigan vs. Michigan State
Tailgate Party

Hello
We’ve Moved

October 20, 2018
1. What time of day was Adam created?
Just a little before Eve.
2. Who was the fastest runner in the race?
Adam. He was first in the human race.
3. Why are atoms Catholic?
Because they have mass.
4. Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?
Because Noah was always standing on
the deck
5. Why didn’t Noah ever go fishing?
He only had two worms.
6. Did Eve ever have a date with Adam?
Nope — just an apple.

TIME: TBA
Come join in the fun! Food, cocktails,
50/50 Raffles and door prize raffle. Watch
Michigan versus MSU Game. There will be a
silent auction of items to bid on with the
proceeds going this year to benefit Vera’s
House in Newaygo in memory of Cindy S.
Schornagel.
Food choices will be Luke VanDop’s
Famous Pulled Pork Sandwich or hotdogs.
Either choice comes with potato salad and
baked beans. Smaller portions available for
children under 12.
Come root for your favorite side! Bring
your friends and family and have some fun!
Please bring a personal hygiene item (can
be travel size) for donation to Vera’s House.

7. Why did the unemployed man get excited
while reading his Bible?
He thought he saw a job.
8. Does God love everyone?
Yes, but He prefers “fruits of the spirit” to
“religious nuts!”

Tom & Gretchen Mee
Celebrate
50th Wedding Anniversary

New Address:
6370 Sparling Rd
Kingsley, MI 49649
Come see us on your way up north. . .
we’ve got lots of room!!
Love,
Kenny and Jo

NCUCC will be serving our meal in
October on the 25th. We are in need of the
following food items:
Quantity
5
2
8
3

Description
Soups - Your Choice
Boxes of Crackers
Cans of Fruit (No Pinapple)
Apple Cobblers

If you can help, there is a sign-up sheet in
the Fellowship Hall. Money donations are
always appreciated. If you have questions,
see Gloria.

9. If Mary had Jesus, and Jesus was a little
lamb…
Does that mean Mary had a little lamb?
10. What’s so funny about forbidden fruits?
They create many jams.
11. Why couldn’t Jonah trust the ocean?
He just knew there was something fishy
about it.
12. What kind of man was Boaz before he
married Ruth?
Absolutely ruthless

Deadline for the November
Churchmouse
Please send any information or articles
you would like included in the November
Churchmouse to the office by Tuesday, October
30.
You may e-mail information to:
churchmouse@newaygoucc.org
or leave a hard copy in the office.

